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EDUCATION

1996-2001  Ph. D., Rutgers University (History).
1994-1996 M. A., University of Colorado at Boulder (History).
1990-1992  B. A., University of Colorado at Boulder (History).

1987-1989  Connecticut College

POSITIONS HELD

2008- Associate Professor of Medical History and the History of Science,
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Secondary affiliations: African Studies Program, Program in Science and
Technology Studies, Population Health Sciences, Center for European
Studies, Global Studies Program, Nelson Institute for Environmental
Studies, Center for Culture, History, and the Environment

2007- Research Fellow, Institut de Recherche Interdisciplinaire sur les Enjeux
Sociaux, UMR 8156 CNRS-Inserm-EHESS-Université Paris 13

2002-2008  Assistant Professor of Medical History and the History of Science,
University of Wisconsin-Madison

2001-2002  Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow, Program in Modeling
Interdisciplinary Inquiry, Washington University in St. Louis

2000 Visiting Assistant Professor of Social Science, Pratt Institute

HONORS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS

2007-2009  National Science Foundation Science and Society Scholar’s Award, “Heat
and Death in France: Social Ecology and the Making of the Paris Heat
Wave Disaster.” NSF 0647266. $75,064.

2006 Bourse pour I’accueil des chercheurs étrangers, Ville de Paris, niveau
sénior (Senior Fellowship for Foreign Researchers, City of Paris),
January-June 2007. Taken in residence at the Institut de Recherche


mailto:rckeller@wisc.edu�

Interdisciplinaire sur les Enjeux Sociaux, UMR 8156 CNRS-Inserm-
EHESS-Universiteé Paris 13. 18,000 €.

2005 UW Graduate School Research Committee Funding, UW-Madison.

République Francaise, Ministére de la Santé, Mission de
Recherche/Direction de la Recherche, des Etudes, de I’Evaluation et des
Statistiques (MiRe/DREES), Evenements indésirables dans les systemes
de santé. With Carine Vassy (PI), Didier Fassin, and Robert Dingwall.
Project title: “Des morts inapercues: L’enregistrement des surmortalités
brutales en Angleterre, aux Etats-Unis et en France” (Invisible Deaths:
Recording Excess Mortality in Britain, the United States, and France).
20,000 €.

Global Studies Program Faculty Research Funding, UW-Madison. $3500.

2004 Center for Interdisciplinary French Studies Seed Funding, UW-Madison
Center for European Studies Course Development Funding, UW-Madison
“Globalizing the Unconscious: Cross-Cultural Encounters with Colonial
Psychoanalysis,” Office of International Studies and Programs New
Research Initiative, UW-Madison (co-PI). $30,000.

2003 Global Studies Program Faculty Research Funding, UW-Madison. $2000.
Center for European Studies Faculty Travel Award, UW-Madison. $1500.
Society for French Historical Studies Research Travel Award. $3000.

2002 Forum for the History of the Human Sciences Biannual Dissertation Prize.
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Encyclopedia articles
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Organization.” In Oxford Encyclopedia of Women and World History. Ed. by
Bonnie G. Smith. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.

Book reviews

Susan Gross Solomon, Lion Murard, and Patrick Zylberman, eds. Shifting Boundaries of
Public Health: Europe in the Twentieth Century (Rochester, N.Y.: University of
Rochester Press, 2008). Reviewed for Journal of Interdisciplinary History
(forthcoming).

Mary-Jo DelVecchio Good, Sandra Teresa Hyde, Sarah Pinto, and Byron J. Good, eds.
Postcolonial Disorders (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008). Reviewed
for Bulletin of the History of Medicine (forthcoming).

Benoit Gaumer, L’Organisation sanitaire en Tunisie sous le Protectorat francais (1881-
1956): Un bilan ambigu et contrasté (Québec: Presses de I’Université Laval, 2006).
Reviewed for Bulletin of the History of Medicine (forthcoming).
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University Press, 2005). Reviewed for American Historical Review (forthcoming).

Michel Foucault, History of Madness (London: Routledge, 2006). Reviewed for
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Colonial Spas (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2006). Reviewed for Journal
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Lynette A. Jackson, Surfacing Up: Psychiatry and Social Order in Colonial Zimbabwe,
1908-1968 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2005). Reviewed for International
Journal of African Historical Studies (2007).



Marc Shell, Polio and Its Aftermath: The Paralysis of Culture (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2005). Reviewed for Disability Studies Quarterly (2006).

Andrew Scull, Madhouse: A Tragic Tale of Megalomania and Modern Medicine (New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 2005). Reviewed for Choice (2006).

Peter Baldwin, Disease and Democracy: The Industrialized World Faces AIDS
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2005). Reviewed for JAMA (2005).

John Harley Warner, Against the Spirit of System: The French Impulse in Nineteenth-
Century American Medicine (Baltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Press,
2003). Reviewed for Perspectives in Biology and Medicine (2005).

David Macey, Frantz Fanon: A Biography (New York: Picador, 2000). Reviewed for
Bulletin of the History of Medicine (2005).

Mariano Plotkin, ed., Argentina on the Couch: Psychiatry, State, and Society, 1880 to the
Present (Albuquergue: University of New Mexico Press, 2003). Reviewed for
Hispanic American Historical Review (2004).

Eric J. Engstrom, Clinical Psychiatry in Imperial Germany: A History of Psychiatric
Practice (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2003). Reviewed for Choice
(2004).

Lectures and scholarly papers presented

Invited lectures

2009 “Chasing Ghosts: Notes from an Environmental Catastrophe,” Colloquium
in Science and Technology Studies, Cornell University, February.

2008 “Geographies of Power, Legacies of Mistrust: Colonial Medicine in the
Global Present,” Yale Colloguium in History of Science and Medicine, 20
October.

“Disasters and Public Health: Learning from Recent History,” Hot Topics
in Preparedness, Northwest Center for Public Health Preparedness,
University of Washington, 24 June.

2007 “Des morts inapercgues. L enregistrement des surmortalités en Angleterre,
aux Etats-Unis et en France,” Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, Paris, 10 July 2007. With Carine Vassy.

“Exporter la science dans les colonies. Innovations psychiatriques en
France et en Afrique du Nord,” Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris,
12 June.



2006

2005

2004

2003

“Exporter la science dans les colonies. Innovations psychiatriques en
France et en Afrique du Nord,” Séminaire de I’IRIS, Institut de Recherche
Interdisciplinaire sur les Enjeux Sociaux, Université de Paris 13, 2 April.

“City of Light, City of Heat: The Social Ecology of the Paris Heat Wave
Disaster,” UW-Paris Alumni Association, American Center of the Institut
d’Etudes Politiques, Paris, 22 March.

“Spaces of Sickness, Spaces of Health: Narratives of Pathology in Modern
Paris,” GAFIS Symposium, Maison Francaise, University of Wisconsin-
Madison (keynote address), 31 March.

Panelist, “Can Transdisciplinarity Work for Health and Society Studies?”
A Matter of Facts: Problems of Evidence in Medicine and Public Health,
Transdisciplinary Studies in Health and Society Working Group, Robert
Wood Johnson Health and Society Scholars Program, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 14 October.

“Underdevelopment, Migration, and Dislocation: Psychiatry and Race in
France and the Postcolony,” Rutgers Center for Historical Analysis, New
Brunswick, NJ, 4 October.

“Colonial Madness, Legal Consciousness, and the Poetics of Suffering:
Structural Violence in Algerian Literature,” International Academy of
Law and Mental Health, Paris, 8 July.

“Colonial Madness and the Poetics of Suffering: Structural Violence and
Kateb Yacine,” Workshop on Medicine in Africa, Bryn Mawr College,
14-15 April.

“Globalizing the Unconscious: Cross-Cultural Encounters with Colonial
Psychoanalysis,” Clinical Ethnography Workshop, Committee on Human
Development, University of Chicago, 4 November.

“Colonial Psychiatry and the Politics of Healing in Algeria: Patients
and Doctors, Iliness and Treatment,” History of Medicine Colloquium, the
Johns Hopkins University, 30 September.

“La folie et ses souffrances: Madness and Colonial Violence in the Works
of Kateb Yacine.” Seminar on “Récits de souffrance, mémoire de
violence”: African Literature Association, Madison, 16 April.

“Taking Science to the Colonies: Psychiatry and Innovation in France and
North Africa,” History and Sociology of Science Workshop, University of
Pennsylvania, 20 October.



2002

2001

“Ethnicity, Culture, and Healing in Modern Psychiatry,” William Snow
Miller Seminar in Medical History, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 8
April.

“Healing and the Interpretation of Cultures in Twentieth-Century
Ethnopsychiatry,” Wisconsin Psychiatric Association, Milwaukee, 15
November.

“Taking Science to the Colonies: Psychiatric Innovation in France and
North Africa,” Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, Seminar Series
on “Psychiatry and Empire,” University of Oxford, 18 February.

“Psychiatry and the Civilizing Mission in French North Africa: The Case
of Mohamed S.,” Andrew W. Mellon Lecture, Washington University in
St. Louis, 8 November.

Conference papers and activities

2008

2007

2006

2005

“Navigating the Race Course: Teaching Science, Medicine, and Race to
Undergraduates,” Making Race, Making Health, University of Texas-
Austin, November. With Judith A. Houck.

Participant, International Disaster and Risk Conference, Global Risk
Forum, Davos, Switzerland, August.

“Mise en chaleur: Urban ecologies and the Paris heat wave disaster of
2003,” American Society for Environmental History, Boise, ID, March.

Commentator, “Colonizing Nature, Civilizing Space,” Western Society for
French History, Albuquerque, NM, November.

Chair, “Urban Eco-Systems and the Built Environment,” EcoHealth One,
Madison, W1, 9 October.

“City of Light, City of Heat: The Social Ecology of the 2003 Paris Heat
Wave,” EcoHealth One, Madison, W1, 9 October.

“Les deux corps de I’immigré: Psyché et désintégration corporelle en
France dans les années 70,” L histoire et I’immigration: La question
coloniale, Centre National de I’Histoire de I’Immigration, Bibliotheque
nationale de France, Paris, 28 September.

Commentator, “Aging and the Aged in Twentieth-Century France,”
Western Society for French History, Colorado Springs, CO, 29 October.



2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

Co-Organizer, “Unconscious Dominions: Comparing Histories of
Psychoanalysis, Empire, and Citizenship,” University of Wisconsin-
Madison, 7-8 October.

“Colonial Madness, Legal Consciousness, and the Poetics of Suffering:
Structural Violence in Algerian Literature,” Unconscious Dominions,
Madison, W1, 7 October.

“Heat and Death in 2003: The Social Ecology of Catastrophe in France,”
Society for French Historical Studies, Palo Alto, CA, 19 March.

Chair, “Colonial Exchanges,” American Association for the History of
Medicine, Madison, 2 May.

“Interpreting Plague after Yersin: Germ Theory and the Writing of
History,” International Society for History, Philosophy, and Social Study
of Biology, Vienna, Austria, 19 July.

“Fanon in Context: North African Physicians and the Politics of Colonial
Medicine,” American Association for the History of Medicine, Boston, 4
May.

“Building a Biocracy: Gender, Colonialism, and Mental Hygiene in
French Algeria,” American Historical Association, Chicago, 5 January.

“Psychiatry Across Borders: Contesting Diagnosis in Colonial North
Africa,” History of Science Society, Milwaukee, 9 November.

“History, the History of Science, and Science Studies: Interdisciplinarity
and the Question of Scope,” Colloquium on “The Disciplines,
Interdisciplinarity, and Professional Identity,” Washington University in
St. Louis, 25 April.

“Pinel in the Maghreb: Liberation, Confinement, and Psychiatry in French
Tunisia,” Society for French Historical Studies, Chapel Hill, NC, 10
March.

“Limiting the Mission: A Case of ‘Civilization Psychosis’ in French
Morocco,” American Historical Association, Chicago, 9 January.

“Technologies and Economics of Mental Hygiene in Interwar France,”
Western Society for French History, Pacific Grove, California, 3
November.



1996

“*The Problem of Leisure’: Intellectuals and Workers’ Education during
the Popular Front,” British Society for the Study of French History,
Edinburgh, Scotland, 30 March.

“Pierre Janet and the Psychoanalytic Crisis in France, 1913-1915,”
Western Society for French History, Charlotte, NC, 31 October.

Campus brown bags and other presentations

2008

2007

2006

2005

2003

Comment, Health and Human Rights Symposium, Global Health Program,
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 6 March.

“Chasing Ghosts: Notes from a Human Disaster,” History of Science
Brown Bag, 29 February.

“Chasing Ghosts: Notes from a Human Disaster,” What is the Human?
Series, Center for the Humanities, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 16
November.

“City of Light, City of Heat: Social Ecology and the Making of the Paris
Heat Wave Disaster,” Environmental History Colloquium, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 7 November.

“Geographies of Power, Legacies of Mistrust: Colonial Medicine in the
Global Present,” University of Wisconsin Medical Students Ethics
Committee, 8 March.

“Polio is Everywhere,” History of Science Brown Bag, 3 February.

“Immigration and the Banlieue: Sites of Memory, Sites of Pathology,”
Roundtable: Why is France Burning? Center for European Studies, 28
November.

“Histories of Heat and Death in France: Aging, Insecurity, and the Social
Ecology of Catastrophe,” Science and Technology Studies Brown Bag, 20
September.

“Histories of Heat and Death in France: Aging, Insecurity, and the Social
Ecology of Catastrophe,” History of Science Brown Bag, 16 September.

“A Legacy of Mistrust: Western Medicine in the Postcolonial World,”
Global Health Seminar Series, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 3
December.
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“So You Want to Be a Professor: Myths and Realities of the Academic
Job Market,” History of Science Brown Bag, 23 September 2003 (with
Judith Houck).

“Pinel in the Maghreb: Liberation, Confinement, and Psychiatric Reform
in French North Africa,” Science and Technology Studies Brown Bag, 8
May.

“Fanon in Context: Medical Racism and Intellectual Anti-Colonialism in
French North Africa,” African Studies Sandwich Seminar, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 22 January.

Work in progress

Anderson, Warwick H., Richard C. Keller, and Deborah Jenson. Globalizing the
Unconscious: Trauma, Sovereignty, Psychoanalysis. Edited collection based on a
conference held in Madison in 2005. In submission.

Keller, Richard C. City of Light, City of Heat: Social Ecology and the Making of the
Paris Heat Wave Catastrophe. Scholarly monograph to be submitted to the
University of Chicago Press, estimated date of completion December 2009.

Keller, Richard C. Geographies of Power, Legacies of Mistrust: Colonial Medicine in the
Global Present. Scholarly monograph in progress. Estimated date of completion
2012.

TEACHING

Courses taught at the University of Wisconsin-Madison

MHB = Medical History and Bioethics
HOS = History of Science
Int St = International Studies

Fall 2002 MHB 575 Madness in the Modern Era: Psychiatry and Its History
MHB 919 Science, Technology, and Medicine in the Colonial Context
MHB 999 Advanced Independent Study: Martin Dehli

Spring 2003 MHB 508 Health, Disease, and Healing Il
MHB 720 Historical Perspectives in Medicine

Fall 2003 MHB 668 International Health and Global Society
MHB 668 Madness in the Modern Era: Psychiatry and Its History

Spring 2004 MHB 508 Health, Disease, and Healing Il
MHB 720 Historical Perspectives in Medicine



HOS 999

Fall 2004 MHB 508
MHB 553

MHB 890
MHB 699
HOS 699
Spring 2005 MHB 919
MHB 720
MHB 999
Fall 2005 MHB 275
MHB 508
Spring 2006  Int St 603

MHB 720
MHB 999

11

Independent Study: Camilo Quintero

Health, Disease, and Healing Il

International Health and Global Society with

FLAC section (Foreign Languages Across the Curriculum)
Reading and Research: Brett Rusch

Independent Study: Michelle Buelow

Independent Study: Amelia Buragas

Colonialism and Psychoanalysis (with Warwick Anderson)
Historical Perspectives in Medicine
Advanced Independent Study: Andrew Ruis

Science, Medicine, and Race: A History (with Judith
Houck)
Health, Disease, and Healing Il

Global AIDS: Interdisciplinary Perspectives (with Maria
Lepowsky)

Historical Perspectives in Medicine

Advanced Independent Study: Michitake Aso

Fall 2006 MHB 553/753 International Health and Global Society

MHB 668

Spring 2007 ON LEAVE

Fall 2007 MHB 919
MHB 553

Global AIDS: Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Disaster and Catastrophe in the Modern World
International Health and Global Society

Guest lectures

“Scarcity and Inequality,” Panel discussion on scarcity (Patient, Doctor, and Society,
Gretchen Schwarze, coordinator), 22 April 2008.

“AIDS in Africa: A Brief History”; presented to students in Africa: An Introductory
Survey (African Studies 277, James Delehanty, instructor), 27 March 2008, 30

October 2008.

“Western Medicine Encounters the Maghreb”; presented to students in Africa: An
Introductory Survey (African Studies 277, James Delehanty, Amy Stambach,
Madeleine Wong, and Sharon Hutchinson, instructors). 17 February 2004, 28
September 2004, 17 February 2005, 29 September 2005, 7 February 2006, 11

October 2007.



12

“The History of International Health Programs in Africa”; presented to students in Health
and Disease in Uganda (Nursing N590, Cynthia Hag and Linda Baumann,
instructors). 2 February 2004, 31 January 2005, 31 January 2006, 29 January
2008.

Student supervision

Sage Goellner, Department of French and Italian, “Writing with the Past: Intertextual
Representations in Algerian Francophone Literature” (committee member;
defended 2005)

David Herzberg, Department of History, “Designer Consciousness: Medicine, Marketing,
and Identity in American Culture from Miltown to Prozac” (committee member;
defended 2005)

Libbie Freed, Department of the History of Science, “Conduits of Culture and Control:
Roads, States, and Users in French Central Africa, 1890-1960” (committee
member; defended 2006)

Camilo Quintero, Department of the History of Science, “Trading in Birds: A History of
Science, Economy, and Conservation in U.S.-Colombia Relations” (committee
member; defended 2007)

Gabrielle Detjen, Population Health Sciences, “Hmong Health and Acculturation,”
(committee member; defended 2008)

Michitake Aso, Department of the History of Science (co-director [w/ Gregg Mitman]; in
progress)

Kathleen Robinson, Department of the History of Science (director; in progress)

Bradley Moore, Departments of History/History of Science (committee member; in
progress)

SERVICE

Institutional service
Budget Advisory Committee, School of Medicine and Public Health, 2009.
Fulbright Campus Selection Committee, 2008.

Steering Committee, “What is the Human?” Initiative, Center for the Humanities and
Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies, 2007-2008.

Advisory Committee, Center for the Humanities, 2007-
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Alternate Faculty Senator, Departments of the History of Science and Medical History
and Bioethics, 2007-

Departmental Chair Selection Committee, History of Science, 2006

Program Committee, Conference: “Albert Camus and the Mediterranean World,” Center
for Interdisciplinary French Studies, 2006

Access and Accommodations Resource Coordinator, History of Science, 2005-

FLAS Committee, African Studies Program, 2005-2006

FLAS Committee, Center for European Studies, 2005-2006

Chair, Jordan Prize Committee, African Studies Program, 2004-2005

Co-organizer, Brown Bag Series, History of Science, 2003-

Participant, Global Studies Faculty Research Seminar, 2003-2004

Participant, Wisconsin Idea Seminar, May 2003

Fundraising and Publicity Committee, History of Science, 2002-2006
Professional service

Governing Council, Western Society for French History, 2007-2009

Planning Group on Natural and Human-induced Environmental Hazards and Disasters,
International Council for Science (ICSU), Paris, 2006-8

Program Committee, Annual Meeting of the American Association for the History of
Medicine, 2005

Local Arrangements Committee, Annual Meeting of the American Association for the
History of Medicine, 2004

Dissertation Prize Committee, Forum for the History of the Human Sciences, 2004
Avrticles, grants, and book manuscripts referee for:

Journal of the History of Ideas

JAMA

Medical History
Bulletin of the History of Medicine
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The Lancet

University of Chicago Press
University of New South Wales Press
University of Rochester Press
Columbia University Press

Palgrave MacMillan

Wellcome Trust

National Science Foundation

Membership in professional organizations:

American Anthropological Association, 2003-

American Association for the History of Medicine, 2001-
American Historical Association, 1999-

Forum for the History of the Human Sciences, 2002-
History of Science Society, 2001-

Saociety for French Historical Studies, 1999-

Western Society for French History, 1996-

Public service
Publication:

Keller, Richard C. “International Health: Some Historical Perspectives.” Communique
12, no. 1 (Spring 2003): 17-19.

Radio interviews:

A Public Affair, WORT-FM, Madison, 22 January 2003

“The Politics of Infectious Diseases,” Odyssey, Chicago Public Radio, 22 October 2004
(http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio library/od raoct04.asp#22)

WIBA-AM News, Madison, WI, 14 February 2006

Magazine interviews:

David Tenenbaum, “Listening to Typhoid Mary,” On Wisconsin (Winter 2004): 42-5.
John Allen, “A Global View of AIDS,” On Wisconsin (Spring 2006): 18.

Newspaper interviews:

Brian Matmiller, “AIDS Course Explores ‘Perfect Ecology’ of a Killer,” Wisconsin
Week, February 2006: 1, 15.


http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio_library/od_raoct04.asp#22�
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Karen Rivedal, “A Team Effort: Tackling a Global Topic,” Wisconsin State Journal, 12
April 2006: C1-2.

Heather Laroi, “Learning from the Worst of Times,” Wisconsin State Journal, 12
September 2007 Al, A10.

Television interviews:

WKOW-TV 27 News, Madison, W1, 24 May 2006
WISC-TV News 3, Live at Five, Madison, WI, 12 September 2007

Speaking engagements:

Darwin’s Nightmare, Tales from Planet Earth Film Festival, 4 November 2007.
Panelist, UW Student Global AIDS Campaign Forum, 8 December 2005.

Panelist, Global AIDS Day Forum, UW Medical School, 1 December 2005.



